                                                    Drama 10 course outline
                                                             Strathmore High School 

Drama is both an art form and a medium for learning. It can develop the whole person by giving form and meaning to experience through “acting out”. It fosters positive group interaction as students learn to make accommodations in order to pursue shared goals.

 The aim of Drama Education at the Senior High level is to:

1.) Acquire knowledge of self and others through participation and reflection on dramatic experiences.
2.) Develop an appreciation for drama and theatre as a process and as an art form.
3.) Develop competency in communication skills through participation in and exploration of various Dramatic Disciplines.

Dramatic Disciplines – Units that communicate:

1.) Orientation and written work
2.) Movement
3.) Speech
4.) Improvisation, Technical Theatre and Theatre History
5.) Final Project

Orientation and Written work:
 
Orientation focuses and two areas of study:
a.) Classroom behavior- knowledge and safe practice of classroom rules, procedures and routines.
b.) Personal and interpersonal learning- concepts, skills, and attitudes that foster individual growth.

Orientation is ongoing. Students will be expected to show growth in the following areas during semester:

INTERACTION, PARTICAPATION, ENERGY, DISCUSSION, RESPONSIBILTY

Written work will occur in two forms:
1.) Log book
2.) Written assignments
Each student is expected to keep a daily log to record personal development and reflection on the above areas. The journal may contain the following: works of art, meaningful quotations, poetry, any acceptable form of expression that indicates your growth and development.

Movement and theatre studies:
(Creative movement, dance, mime, clowning,  stage fighting)
The elements of movement are: focus and control.

Speech:
(Storytelling/radio plays, poetry, sound story, puppetry and choral speech) 
Speech is the exploration of talking and speaking to meet the demands of verbal communication. Speech also examines the importance of critical listening.

Improvisation, Technical Theatre Design and Theatre History:
(Planned and spontaneous improvisation- acting out of a non- scripted response to an idea or situation)
Lighting and properties- the appropriate selection, creation and manipulation of staging variables for the need of the production, study and presentation of theatre history.

Final Project:
 The final project will occur during the last weeks of class. The project will depend on the students in the class and their areas of interest. The final project may or may not be for public performance or display. The performance or display may take place during an afternoon or evening gathering. A major paper, dealing with the creative process the student went through while working on the project, is also due.
 
Expectations in Drama:
 
Participation:
The art form will not occur without the cooperation from the entire group. Participation is therefore mandatory in all activities. Classes missed let down the group, the class and most importantly you. It does not take many missed classes in drama to feel that you have fallen behind others in class. Every effort must be made to attend classes. If you are going to be absent, notify the teacher so that others in your group will be able to rearrange their plans for the day. You can expect to participate in performances as part of your class work. Evaluation of the performance will be based on individual as well as group effort. Marks for participation will include: being on time for class, being prepared for projects, attendance, sharing ideas, politeness, and involvement in the group work.

Out of class Rehearsal Times:
Drama students should be aware that some class projects will require out of class rehearsal times. Students are expected to attend all rehearsals called. 

Responsibility:
 When you are late for class, others are waiting for you, Being on time is a must for all classes. If you are late for class: enter the room quietly, enter in the activities when it is not disruptive, and meet with teacher after class to discuss how you will make up for the lost time.

EQUIPMENT AND DRAMA SPACE:
 
The equipment and drama space is here for your use. If you use something, put it back as you found it. If something breaks, report it to the teacher at once, and then clean it up. Over 100 drama and dance students use the space daily. We all count on one another.

RESPECT ALL CLASS MEMEBERS, THE SPACE, AND THE EQUIPMENT.
Drama 10 – Course at a glance
Week 1     Orientation           Week 5 Story Telling- collective, radio play or reader’s theatre
Week 2     Orientation           Week 6 & 7 - Improvisation
Week 3      Mime                    Week 8 – Theatre History
Week 4     Speech                   Week 9 & 10 Final project








